
Living in God’s Mercy 
A	6-Part	Study	Guide	
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Introduction to the Series 
This	6-part	study	guide	explores	the	heart	of	God's	mercy—His	deep	compassion	that	
moves	Him	to	forgive,	heal,	and	restore.	While	grace	gives	us	what	we	do	not	deserve,	
mercy	withholds	the	judgment	we	do	deserve	and	offers	hope	instead.	Each	part	invites	you	
into	Scripture,	reflection,	and	prayer	as	we	walk	through	stories	where	God's	mercy	
transforms	lives.	Whether	you're	leading	a	group	or	studying	personally,	may	this	guide	
draw	you	closer	to	the	heart	of	our	merciful	God.	

	 	



Part 1: The Nature of Mercy — More Than Pity 
Mercy	is	not	softheartedness	or	passive	pity—it	is	God's	powerful	compassion	in	motion.	It	
sees	suffering,	moves	toward	it,	and	brings	relief.	Mercy	is	the	love	of	God	that	acts.	Exodus	
34:6–7	and	Psalm	103:13	show	us	a	God	who	is	tenderhearted,	slow	to	anger,	and	rich	in	
steadfast	love.	

Reflection Questions 
1.	How	would	you	define	mercy	in	your	own	words	after	reading	these	scriptures?	

2.	Can	you	think	of	a	time	in	your	life	when	God	showed	you	mercy?	

3.	Why	do	you	think	God’s	mercy	is	sometimes	harder	to	accept	than	His	grace?	

Scripture for Study 
-	Psalm	103:8–13	
-	Exodus	34:6–7	
-	Lamentations	3:22–23	
-	Micah	7:18	
-	Hebrews	4:16	

Prayer 
Merciful	Father,	thank	You	that	You	see	me	in	my	brokenness	and	don’t	turn	away.	You	are	
not	quick	to	punish,	but	quick	to	show	compassion.	Help	me	to	see	Your	mercy	clearly—not	
as	weakness,	but	as	strength	wrapped	in	love.	Teach	me	to	trust	in	Your	heart	and	extend	
that	same	mercy	to	others.	In	Jesus’	name,	amen.	

	 	



Part 2: Mercy for the Guilty — David’s Prayer 
When	David	fell	into	deep	sin,	he	didn’t	try	to	excuse	himself—he	cried	out	for	mercy.	Psalm	
51	is	the	most	raw	and	personal	picture	we	have	of	someone	throwing	themselves	on	God’s	
mercy.	David	appeals	to	God’s	character,	not	his	own	worth.	God	forgave	him—not	because	
David	deserved	it,	but	because	God	is	merciful.	

Reflection Questions 
1.	What	stands	out	to	you	most	about	David’s	prayer	in	Psalm	51?	

2.	Have	you	ever	struggled	to	believe	that	God	would	forgive	you?	Why	or	why	not?	

3.	What	does	this	story	teach	us	about	repentance	and	restoration?	

Scripture for Study 
-	Psalm	51	
-	2	Samuel	12:1–13	
-	Isaiah	55:7	
-	1	John	1:9	

Prayer 
Lord,	have	mercy	on	me.	When	I	fall	short,	remind	me	that	Your	mercy	is	greater	than	my	
sin.	Help	me	to	come	to	You	honestly,	knowing	You	don’t	shame	me—you	restore	me.	Thank	
You	for	always	making	a	way	back.	Amen.	

	 	



Part 3: Mercy for the Suffering — The Good Samaritan 
Jesus	told	the	parable	of	the	Good	Samaritan	to	answer	the	question,	'Who	is	my	neighbor?'	
The	Samaritan	didn’t	just	feel	sorry—he	acted.	He	stepped	in,	at	personal	cost,	to	show	
mercy.	This	is	what	God's	mercy	looks	like	in	us:	compassion	that	stops,	binds	wounds,	and	
stays	close.	

Reflection Questions 
1.	Why	do	you	think	the	priest	and	Levite	passed	by?	

2.	What	might	mercy	look	like	in	your	daily	life—at	work,	in	your	neighborhood,	or	online?	

3.	Who	do	you	find	it	difficult	to	show	mercy	to?	Why?	

Scripture for Study 
-	Luke	10:25–37	
-	Hosea	6:6	
-	Matthew	9:13	
-	James	2:13	

Prayer 
Jesus,	teach	me	to	see	others	as	You	see	them.	Help	me	not	just	to	feel	compassion,	but	to	act	
in	mercy.	Give	me	a	heart	that	stops,	notices,	and	loves,	even	when	it	costs	me	something.	
Amen.	

	 	



Part 4: Mercy for the Desperate — Blind Bartimaeus 
Bartimaeus	had	nothing	to	offer—just	a	desperate	cry:	'Son	of	David,	have	mercy	on	me!'	
(Mark	10:47).	And	Jesus	stopped.	Mercy	hears	the	cry	of	the	desperate.	This	part	reminds	us	
that	we	don’t	have	to	be	polished	or	perfect	to	get	God’s	attention—just	honest	and	bold	
enough	to	call	out.	

Reflection Questions 
1.	Why	do	you	think	Bartimaeus	was	so	persistent	in	calling	out?	

2.	Have	you	ever	felt	like	others	tried	to	silence	your	faith	or	prayers?	How	did	you	
respond?	

3.	What	does	this	story	show	about	Jesus’	heart	for	the	overlooked?	

Scripture for Study 
-	Mark	10:46–52	
-	Psalm	18:6	
-	Hebrews	4:15–16	
-	Romans	10:13	

Prayer 
Jesus,	have	mercy	on	me.	In	my	need,	in	my	fear,	in	my	blindness—hear	my	cry.	Thank	You	
for	being	the	God	who	stops	and	sees.	Let	me	never	grow	tired	of	calling	out	to	You,	and	
help	me	never	silence	someone	else	who	is	reaching	for	You.	Amen.	

	 	



Part 5: Mercy for the Undeserving — Jonah and Nineveh 
Jonah	didn’t	run	from	Nineveh	out	of	fear—he	ran	because	he	knew	God	was	merciful.	He	
didn’t	want	his	enemies	forgiven.	But	God’s	mercy	isn’t	just	for	the	likable—it’s	for	the	
undeserving.	Mercy	challenges	our	sense	of	fairness	and	stretches	our	hearts	to	forgive	as	
we’ve	been	forgiven.	

Reflection Questions 
1.	Why	do	you	think	Jonah	was	angry	about	God	showing	mercy?	

2.	Have	you	ever	struggled	to	forgive	someone	because	you	thought	they	didn’t	deserve	it?	

3.	How	does	God’s	mercy	challenge	your	view	of	justice?	

Scripture for Study 
-	Jonah	3–4	
-	Matthew	5:7	
-	Romans	5:8	
-	Luke	6:36	

Prayer 
Lord,	thank	You	for	showing	mercy	to	me	when	I	didn’t	deserve	it.	Help	me	to	extend	that	
same	mercy,	even	when	it’s	hard.	Change	my	heart,	that	I	may	rejoice	when	others	find	Your	
mercy,	not	resent	it.	Amen.	

	 	



Part 6: Mercy at the Cross — “Father, Forgive Them” 
Jesus’	words	from	the	cross—'Father,	forgive	them'—are	the	purest	expression	of	mercy	in	
all	of	Scripture.	At	His	most	vulnerable,	He	offers	forgiveness	to	His	executioners.	This	is	the	
mercy	that	saves	us,	and	the	mercy	we	are	called	to	live	in	every	day.	

Reflection Questions 
1.	What	does	Jesus’	prayer	on	the	cross	reveal	about	God’s	heart?	

2.	How	does	it	impact	your	view	of	forgiveness?	

3.	What	would	it	mean	to	live	with	that	same	spirit	of	mercy	in	your	daily	life?	

Scripture for Study 
-	Luke	23:32–34	
-	Isaiah	53:5	
-	Colossians	3:12–13	
-	Ephesians	2:4–5	

Prayer 
Jesus,	thank	You	for	showing	mercy	even	when	You	were	suffering.	Thank	You	for	forgiving	
me	from	the	cross.	Help	me	live	every	day	in	the	light	of	that	mercy,	and	to	be	someone	who	
brings	it	into	the	lives	of	others.	Amen.	

	 	



Living in God’s Mercy — Part 1: The Nature of Mercy — More Than Pity 

We often think of mercy as softheartedness or a kind of pity—but mercy, as revealed in 
Scripture, is far deeper than that. Mercy is compassion that moves. It sees pain, steps 
toward it, and acts with love. Mercy doesn’t just feel—it restores, protects, and 
redeems. 

In Exodus 34:6–7, when God reveals His name to Moses, He describes Himself as: 

“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in 
love and faithfulness...” 

This is no small statement. God identifies His mercy—His compassion—as central to 
who He is. 

In Psalm 103:13, we’re told: 

“As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who 
fear him.” 

Mercy is the way God responds to our weakness—not with punishment, but with patient, 
fatherly love. It is the heart of God leaning in, not pulling away. 

	

Mercy in Action 

Mercy is seen in every corner of Scripture: 

• God covering Adam and Eve’s shame with garments. 
• God rescuing Israel over and over despite their rebellion. 
• Jesus healing the blind, the leper, the outcast, and saying, “I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice.” 
• The cross, where mercy and justice meet in perfect harmony. 

Mercy does not ignore sin—but it does not crush the sinner. Instead, mercy provides a 
way back, a path to restoration, and the power to heal. 

When you begin to see mercy as God's deliberate movement toward you—especially in 
your pain and failure—you stop fearing His judgment and start trusting His heart. 

	

Reflection Questions 

1. How would you define mercy in your own words after reading these scriptures? 



2. Can you think of a time in your life when God showed you mercy? 
3. Why do you think God’s mercy is sometimes harder to accept than His grace? 

	

Scripture for Study 

• Psalm 103:8–13 
• Exodus 34:6–7 
• Lamentations 3:22–23 
• Micah 7:18 
• Hebrews 4:16 

	

Closing Prayer 

Merciful Father, 
Thank You that You see me in my brokenness and don’t turn away. You are not quick to 
punish, but quick to show compassion. Help me to see Your mercy clearly—not as 
weakness, but as strength wrapped in love. Teach me to trust in Your heart and extend 
that same mercy to others. 
In Jesus’ name, amen. 

	 	



Living in God’s Mercy — Part 2: Mercy for the Guilty — David’s Prayer 

One of the most honest, raw, and grace-filled prayers in all of Scripture is found in Psalm 
51. It’s the voice of a broken man—King David—after he had committed adultery with 
Bathsheba and arranged for her husband’s death. 

David was not a man without sin. But when he was confronted, he didn’t run from God—
he ran to Him. His prayer begins: 

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions.” 
— Psalm 51:1 

David knew he had no grounds to plead innocence. He didn’t ask God to excuse his 
behavior. He didn’t try to bargain. He simply asked for mercy—and trusted in the 
character of God. 

	

God’s Mercy Meets True Repentance 

This is the heart of repentance: not trying to justify ourselves, but acknowledging the 
truth about our guilt and leaning on God’s mercy. David appeals to who God is, not what 
he has done. 

“You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it... My sacrifice, O God, is a broken 
spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.” 
— Psalm 51:16–17 

God responds to a broken heart with restoration, not rejection. And though David faced 
real consequences, he was forgiven and restored—because that’s what mercy does. 

	

When You’ve Blown It 

There are moments in all our lives when we fall short—when we know we’ve done 
wrong, and the shame is heavy. In those moments, it’s tempting to withdraw from God. 
But Psalm 51 reminds us that mercy invites us back. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness.” 
— 1 John 1:9 

Mercy doesn’t ignore our guilt—it meets it with forgiveness, because mercy is grounded 
in God’s love, not our perfection. 



	

Reflection Questions 

1. What stands out to you most about David’s prayer in Psalm 51? 
2. Have you ever struggled to believe that God would forgive you? Why or why not? 
3. What does this story teach us about repentance and restoration? 

	

Scripture for Study 

• Psalm 51 
• 2 Samuel 12:1–13 
• Isaiah 55:7 
• 1 John 1:9 

	

Closing Prayer 

Lord, have mercy on me. 
When I fall short, remind me that Your mercy is greater than my sin. Help me to come to 
You honestly, knowing You don’t shame me—you restore me. Thank You for always 
making a way back. 
Amen. 

	 	



Living in God’s Mercy — Part 3: Mercy for the Suffering — The Good Samaritan 

Mercy is not just something we receive—it's something we're called to give. In Luke 10, 
Jesus tells one of His most famous parables: the story of the Good Samaritan. It's more 
than a moral tale—it's a lesson in compassion in action. 

The parable begins with a question from a religious expert: 

“And who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29) 

Jesus answers not with doctrine, but with a story: 

A man is beaten and left for dead. Two religious leaders see him but pass by—perhaps 
out of fear, pride, or inconvenience. But then comes a Samaritan—someone considered 
an outsider and enemy by Jewish standards. He stops, binds the wounds, pays for care, 
and promises to return. 

At the end, Jesus asks: 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” 
The answer: “The one who showed him mercy.” (Luke 10:36–37) 

	

Mercy That Costs Something 

The Samaritan didn’t help from a distance. He didn’t pray and walk away. He got close. 
He touched wounds. He gave his time, his oil, his money—and maybe even risked his 
safety. This is what mercy looks like. 

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” 
— Matthew 9:13 

Religious performance means nothing if it’s not accompanied by compassion. 

	

Who Is Your Neighbor? 

We are surrounded by people who are hurting—some in obvious ways, others silently. 
Mercy is not selective. It doesn’t ask, “Do they deserve it?” It doesn’t ask, “Will it be 
convenient?” Mercy sees pain and responds with presence. 

Jesus ends the parable not with a theological point, but a command: 



“Go and do likewise.” 
— Luke 10:37 

	

Reflection Questions 

1. Why do you think the priest and Levite passed by the wounded man? 
2. What might mercy look like in your daily life—at work, in your neighborhood, or 

online? 
3. Who do you find it difficult to show mercy to? Why? 

	

Scripture for Study 

• Luke 10:25–37 
• Hosea 6:6 
• Matthew 9:13 
• James 2:13 

	

Closing Prayer 

Jesus, teach me to see others as You see them. 
Help me not just to feel compassion, but to act in mercy. Give me a heart that stops, 
notices, and loves, even when it costs me something. 
Amen. 

	 	



Living in God’s Mercy — Part 4: Mercy for the Desperate — Blind Bartimaeus 

Some of the most powerful prayers in Scripture aren’t polished—they’re desperate. One 
such cry came from a man sitting in the dust outside Jericho: 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
— Mark 10:47 

His name was Bartimaeus, and he was blind. He couldn’t see Jesus, but he must have 
heard the stories—of healing, compassion, and lives changed by mercy. So when he hears 
that Jesus is passing by, he seizes the moment. 

The crowd tries to silence him, but he cries out louder. And then, the most remarkable 
thing happens: 

“Jesus stopped.” 
— Mark 10:49 

In a sea of noise and people, mercy heard the cry of one man—and mercy stopped. 

	

Mercy Responds to the Broken 

Jesus doesn’t ignore or shame Bartimaeus. He doesn’t brush past the interruption. He 
asks: 

“What do you want me to do for you?” 
— Mark 10:51 

It’s an invitation. And Bartimaeus responds with clarity and faith: 

“Rabbi, I want to see.” 

Jesus heals him—not just physically, but spiritually. Bartimaeus follows Him 
immediately. Mercy doesn’t just mend what’s broken—it gives us direction and purpose. 

	

Your Cry Matters 

Maybe you’ve felt like Bartimaeus: overlooked, unworthy, too broken to be noticed. 
Maybe others have tried to silence your cries or told you not to bother God. 

But this story tells us clearly: Jesus hears. Jesus stops. Jesus responds. 



Mercy doesn’t require eloquence—just honesty. 

	

Reflection Questions 

1. Why do you think Bartimaeus was so persistent in calling out to Jesus? 
2. Have you ever felt silenced or discouraged in your prayers? How did you 

respond? 
3. What does this story show you about Jesus’ heart for the overlooked? 

	

Scripture for Study 

• Mark 10:46–52 
• Psalm 18:6 
• Hebrews 4:15–16 
• Romans 10:13 

	

Closing Prayer 

Jesus, have mercy on me. 
In my need, in my fear, in my blindness—hear my cry. Thank You for being the God 
who stops and sees. Let me never grow tired of calling out to You, and help me never 
silence someone else who is reaching for You. 
Amen. 

	 	



Living in God’s Mercy — Part 5: Mercy for the Undeserving — Jonah and 
Nineveh 

We expect God to show mercy to the brokenhearted, the humble, the repentant. But what 
happens when He shows mercy to people we think don’t deserve it? 

That’s the tension at the heart of Jonah’s story. 

Jonah wasn’t afraid of Nineveh—he was afraid God would forgive them. 

“I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in 
love, a God who relents from sending calamity.” 
— Jonah 4:2 

That’s not a complaint we’re used to hearing—Jonah is angry because God is merciful. 

	

When Mercy Offends Us 

Nineveh was Israel’s enemy. They were violent, arrogant, and cruel. Jonah wanted 
justice. But when he finally delivers God’s message, the people repent—and God spares 
them. 

Jonah should have rejoiced, but instead he sulks outside the city. He’s not just upset that 
Nineveh is spared—he’s offended by the scandal of mercy. 

This story isn’t just about a city. It’s about us. 

Sometimes, we hold bitterness. Sometimes we want God to judge people who have hurt 
us. But God’s mercy challenges us to see through His eyes, not our own wounds. 

	

The Test of True Mercy 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 
— Luke 6:36 

That’s not easy. Mercy can be painful. It means letting go of what someone “deserves” 
and embracing what God has given to us: forgiveness, compassion, and a second 
chance. 

	



Reflection Questions 

1. Why do you think Jonah was angry about God showing mercy to Nineveh? 
2. Have you ever struggled to forgive someone because you felt they didn’t deserve 

it? 
3. How does God’s mercy challenge your view of justice? 

	

Scripture for Study 

• Jonah 3–4 
• Matthew 5:7 
• Romans 5:8 
• Luke 6:36 

	

Closing Prayer 

Lord, thank You for showing mercy to me when I didn’t deserve it. 
Help me to extend that same mercy to others, even when it’s hard. Soften my heart 
toward those I resent. Let Your mercy flow through me—freely given, just as You gave 
it. 
Amen. 

	

	 	



Living in God’s Mercy — Part 6: Mercy at the Cross — “Father, Forgive Them” 

Nowhere is the mercy of God more vividly displayed than at the cross. It is the most 
unjust moment in history—the sinless Son of God, crucified by the very people He came 
to save. 

And yet, as the nails are driven in, as the crowds mock Him, as His body breaks, Jesus 
does the unthinkable: 

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
— Luke 23:34 

This is mercy in its purest form. 

	

Mercy in the Face of Cruelty 

Jesus doesn’t wait for an apology. He doesn’t offer forgiveness to the repentant only. He 
prays for those who are actively murdering Him. This is the mercy that overcomes evil 
with good. 

It’s a mercy that doesn’t depend on the worthiness of the recipient—but on the love of the 
One who gives it. 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” 
— Romans 5:8 

At the cross, justice and mercy meet—and we are saved. 

	

Living in That Mercy 

To live in God’s mercy is to live with the deep awareness that we were forgiven at our 
worst, not our best. And now we are called to reflect that same mercy in our lives: 

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you.” 
— Ephesians 4:32 

Mercy doesn’t ignore pain—it transforms it. And it releases us from the bondage of 
bitterness, vengeance, and judgment. 

	



Reflection Questions 

1. What does Jesus’ prayer on the cross reveal about God’s heart? 
2. How does it change your view of forgiveness? 
3. What would it look like to extend this kind of mercy in your own life? 

	

Scripture for Study 

• Luke 23:32–34 
• Isaiah 53:5 
• Colossians 3:12–13 
• Ephesians 2:4–5 

	

Closing Prayer 

Jesus, thank You for showing mercy even as You suffered. 
You forgave when no one asked, and You loved when it cost You everything. Help me to 
live every day in light of that mercy—and to be someone who reflects it to a broken 
world. 
Amen. 

	

	 	



Closing Thoughts: The Gift That Withholds and Restores 

Mercy is not just something God feels—it’s something He does. It reaches into the lives 
of the guilty, the suffering, the desperate, and even the undeserving. At the cross, we see 
it poured out in full measure, and in Christ, we live beneath its shelter. 

As you finish this journey, remember that mercy is not weakness—it is strength wrapped 
in compassion. It is love that refuses to give up on us, even when we’ve given up on 
ourselves. And it is a call to live differently: to forgive freely, to respond with tenderness, 
and to act when others pass by. 

May you walk forward with confidence, knowing that God’s mercy is new every 
morning, faithful every day, and sufficient for every need. 

	


